78	THE   MESOPOTAMIA^    CAMPAIGN.
short of such essential items as oatmeal, condensed milk, and
preserved vegetables, " of which there was scarcely any "—
and fresh transport vehicles were beginning to arrive. Even
by the end of August, however, the average daily delivery at
the Tigris Corps was only four hundred and sixty tons, out of
which three hundred and eighty tons consisted of essential
supplies, leaving a very small margin of tonnage for tents,
stores, railway material, and so forth.
Meanwhile" matters had been going so badly with General
Saratov in Persia that, having been compelled to evacuate
Kerind and to retire upon Kernianshah, he finally had been
forced to withdraw, with great difficulty, as far as Bisitun.*
Here he stood exhausted, quite unable to continue operations
without a prolonged period of rest and reorganisation. His
enemy was equally unable to take further action. In Persia,
just as in Mesopotamia, the administrative situation compelled
a halt, and early in July active operations on this front ceased
for a time.
Nevertheless, in Persia Turkey had achieved a decided
strategical and political success. By defeating General
Saratov and driving him back to Bisitun., a serious menace to
Baghdad and its communications with the XVIII Corps at
Kut had been removed; effective co-operation between the
Eussians in Persia and the British on the Tigris had been
prevented; and the road to Teheran had been opened to
Turko-German enterprise. In India, this last point was re-
garded with grave apprehension. The possiblity of a hostile
advance into Persia roused all the fears of the Viceroy and
his military advisers—so much so, indeed, that the Com-
mander-in-chief in July reverted to his idea of carrying
out an offensive on the Tigris as a " counter-irritant" to the
situation in Persia.
However, as it was still impossible for the Tigris Corps to
carry out more than a minor operation—and that only at the
risk of a heavy increase of casualties from sickness—General
Lake., after consultation with Ms subordinate commanders,
decided that the only reasonable course of action was to con-
tinue to concentrate upon administrative reorganisation and
to complete that before attempting to carry out an important
tactical operation. The measures he had initiated were now
beginning to show some result. His demands were now
being met—slowly., it is true—from Imperial resources instead
of from India alone; and men, arms and ammunition, equip-
* Vide Map No. 1.

